
Being a Disciple
And Not a Consumer!

Part 1



As we start our study this evening, I want you to 
truthfully answer this question in your heart. 

Does my life exhibit a life as a disciple of G-D?  

Or am I just a consumer of G-D’s Word?

Let us prepare ourselves to receive 
what G-D has for us this evening…



What is Discipleship?

A  disciple is more than someone who believes - a disciple 
puts actions to his convictions and allow his life to be 
transformed according to the teaching and pattern of his 
Master.

Before defining the term discipleship, let’s discuss what it 
means to be a disciple.

The more we conform to the image of 
the Master, the better our lives will be.



Discipleship - 

Brings freedom - 

 The more we conform to the image 
of the Master, the better our lives 
will be.

Yeshua’s message was consistent throughout the 
Scriptures…

Be My disciple… be like Me.

John 8:31 “… abide in my word…” 

John 13:35 “…have love one to another” 

John 15:8 “…bear much fruit…”



Each one of these requires diligence and faithfulness 
on the part of the disciple but also with total reliance 
upon the Master.

It comes also with consistent commitment to the 
Master.

Are we an effective disciple?

Are we sitting in the pew or in our favorite easy chair at home, 

                

“Consuming the Word…” 



Or Are we putting our faith in action?

Let us look at the Twelve Talmidim.

They received 3 years of intense discipleship.

➤ One betrayed Him 
➤ One denied Him (3 times) 
➤ The rest scattered or fell 

away.

Why did this happen?

But…



When their beliefs and convictions were put to the 
test, they failed to act upon what they were taught — 
what was imparted to them through their relationship 
with Yeshua.

Level of Commitment and Dedication to their Teacher…

They failed to receive what was offered to 
them by the Teacher. 

They did not put “into action” what they 
had experienced by walking with Yeshua.



Whom do I serve?

Matthew 6:22-24 

Luke 16:13-15

Even benevolence and kindness in the 
world can feed self-centered needs.

The ways of the world are easy… 

      We do not have to abstain from or 
abandon anything, nor pledge allegiance or 
devotion to anyone unless it suits our needs. 
We can live a selfish life.



We are motivated according to our feelings, 
emotions, status, health or intellect — we honor 
only our circumstances.

Disciples of the world believe they are 
free to choose their own way, in their 
own time, according to their own 
preferences. 

But we know that this is a 
lie…

Proverbs 1:32



While one seeks mastery of his own life, he is turning 
away from the Holy One, and the outcome will be that 
he separates himself from G-D.

Though the disciple of the world tries to 
gain control over his life, in reality, he 
becomes a slave to his appetites, fears and 
impulses.

Personal beliefs and convictions become 
subject to compromise and 
abandonment. He will live his life with 
no standards. He lives his days tossed 
about through life, reacting 
inconsistently from situation to 
situation.



If we look back at our past, we can see this 
in our own lives.

The enemy of Godly discipleship is the independent spirit.

For the enemy to have his victory, he does not 
need our explicit worship or allegiance. 
Enticing us to imprison ourselves so that we 
have no real connection to man or G-D is 
enough. Alone, we do not serve G-D — we 
serve ourselves, and death is our master.



Have you devoted yourself to living the life of a disciple?

Psalms 78:5-7

We need to look honestly at ourselves so that we can begin the 
journey of becoming more like Yeshua.



Counting the cost of being a disciple…

If the Body of Messiah has a need, does it 
become your need?

Do you become a solution to that 
need?

Do you say — I am here to 
serve…

 I am here to be a part of 
this community.



Discipleship leads - 

to healthy, productive, functional, abundantly blessed 
lives - for this generation and the next.

We need to:  
➤ collectively and individually commit to the 

ways of holiness and godliness 
➤ forsaking our own lives 
➤ dedicating ourselves to lead the life of a 

disciple.



If we do, we will see changes that we never 
dreamed possible —

➤ In our own lives 
➤ In the lives of those around us 
➤ Over all the earth

Are you ready to take the next step?



You may ask how do I become the disciple that G-D has called me to 
be.

Let us look at Yeshua and His relationship with those 
He taught.

Before we can disciple others, we must first become 

disciples ourselves.

Yeshua exemplifies the perfect relationship 
with the Father.

From this relationship, we can 
glean at least two fundamental 
principles for discipleship.



First, the Son does whatever He sees the Father do.

John 5:19

Yeshua does what He sees the Father doing.

So we are to imitate our Teacher —And do what He does.

Secondly, the Son speaks according to the teachings of the Father.

John 8:28

Yeshua teaches what the Father taught Him.

So we are to learn the ways of the Master and teach what He has 
taught us.



Disciples are made when we “watch” and “listen” to 
our teachers, then “do” and “teach” as they have 
taught.

The next generation is watching what we do 
and listening to what we say.

If we are to have any hope that the 
next generation will be Messianic — 
that is, like Messiah — then we have 
to be like Him first.

We have to do what the Master 
does, teach what the Master 
teaches, and be dedicated to 
our course.



The next generation will be like us…

If we do our job…

It is not to be ourselves, but to be like 
Him.



The Master teaches us that the greatest love is to 
lay down your life for your friends.

John 15:13

Since the Master was willing to set 
His life aside for ours, it should be no 
surprise that He expects us to do the 
same for the Kingdom.

Luke 14:26-33



We must surrender our lives to the Master.  

It is a serious commitment.

The cost of discipleship is indeed high.

Some may say the cost is too 
great - that they cannot do it.

But there is a far greater cost when 
we choose not to give up everything 
we have and everything we are to 
follow Him.

While the price for discipleship is that we give 
up our own lives, the cost of trying to hold on 
to our life is that we will lose it altogether.



Luke 9:23-25

Being a disciple of Messiah is not a burden— it’s 
part of the gift.

Salvation is indeed free, but now that we 
know Yeshua, we have the honor and joy 
of teaching others to know Him also.

When the Master gave Himself up 
to buy our freedom, He did indeed 
turn to us and ask us to do the 
same —

To abandon everything we 
are and everything we have 
to follow Him.



What do we have to give up?

Give up bondage of the flesh

What do we receive?

We gain holiness.

Give up being owned by death

What do we receive?

We gain freedom to life.



The disciple of Messiah is completely “sold-out” to 
Yeshua to make room for the abundant blessings that 
only self-denial allows.

The Master is asking us today to count the cost.

Are we prepared to finish what has been started in us?

Can we afford to let another generation go 
undiscipled?

Are we going to gamble that what we’re teaching 
the next generation is enough to ensure its 
collective devotion to Yeshua?



Let us look into the 
mirror…

Who is staring back 
at you today?

Is it a disciple?

Is it someone who 
wants to be a 
disciple?



There are two absolutes…

You still have a lot to learn.

But you have much to teach!

You, a child of G-D, are wonderfully 
made — fully qualified to be a disciple 
and to make disciples.

If you are willing, you can do it, because you have 
already gained more than you will ever lose.

Ephesians 5:1-2


